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How do YOU define freedom? 
Freedom, generally, is having the ability to act or 

change without constraint.  Something is “free” it if can 

change easily and is not constrained in its present 

state - a person has the freedom to do things that will 

not, in theory or in practice, be prevented by other 

forces. 

 

Why is freedom important? 
Freedom is a condition in which people have the 

opportunity to speak, act and pursue happiness 

without unnecessary external restrictions. Freedom is 

important because it leads to enhanced expressions of 

creativity and original thought, increased productivity, 

and an overall high quality of life. 

The idea of freedom is complex, and it must be 

redefined and defended anew by each generation. 

Moreover, the value of freedom can only be  

understood and appreciated by those who have a  

sense of the past and a highly developed  

  understanding of human nature.  All too often, 

   people who live in freedom tend to ignore its fragility  

   and take it for granted.  Conversely, people who have 

   not been raised within a long-standing tradition of 

   freedom have trouble understanding and  

   implementing it in their society.   

 

   There is no such thing as absolute freedom, especially 

   within large political jurisdictions such as cities and  

   countries.  All freedom requires compromise between 

   the rights of the individual and the goals and  

   obligations of the state.  As a result, there are many  

   laws, regulations and judicial pronouncements  

   regarding the ideals of freedom and the details of how 

   it is to be practiced. 

 

  Around the world, many countries have adopted  

  carefully written documents to define and protect their 

  freedoms.  In our country, the United States, essential 

  freedoms are guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, a part  

  of the U.S. Constitution.  The most well-known rights  

  are the freedoms of religion, speech, the press and  

  peaceable assembly and petitioning the government.   
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You will see information around FREEDOM in our 

newsletter this month!  Throughout the year, we like to 

post information in our newsletter around our Culture & 

Diversity Plan.  July is freedom month!  Check out the 23 

freedoms that sometimes we forget we have or take for 

granted.  It really gets you thinking how fortunate we are 

to live in the United States! 

 

Also, in this month’s newsletter are awesome 

testimonials from families throughout the pandemic.  

While we couldn’t put all of them in our newsletter, you 

can see ALL of them on our website, under the Covid-19 

tab.  These testimonials are so appreciated!  Everyone is 

starting to feel the wear of Covid-19 so to see that people 

are happy with our services or feel safe around our 

procedures, makes us have a sense of accomplishment.  

We continue to work hard each day to provide safe and 

happy services. 

 

We appreciate your continued patience with us around 

services!  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with 

questions about services, procedures or anything else.  

My direct number is (937) 552-3900. 
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23 Freedoms Americans Totally Take for Granted 

 

1.  The Right to Name Your Baby Whatever You Want.  In countries like Germany, Japan, 

Sweden, Norway and Iceland, you’d have no such luck.   

2. The Right to a Fair Trial – In South Africa, you’d just get the judge to decide your fate. 

3.  The Right to Marry Whomever You Want – In Italy, Japan, Switzerland and Greece, you can 

enter a civil union, but still can’t get married if you’re a same-sex couple. 

4.  The Freedom to Wear Whatever You Want – In North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Uganda, Sudan 

and France, wearing the wrong thing can be a punishable offense. 

5.  The Right to be Counted as an Equal – No matter your gender or race in the U.S., you’re 

deemed an equal in the eyes of the government. 

6.  The Right to an Education – While we often complain about the public education system in 

America, it’s pretty amazing that every American can enjoy a free education until the age of 18. 

7.  The Freedom to Drive – Until recently, women in Saudi Arabia weren’t allowed to get behind 

the wheel. 

8.  Freedom to Show Off – Want to take a selfie and post it online?  Unfortunately, in many 

other countries like Qatar and Sudan, indecency laws may prevent you from doing the same. 

9.  Freedom of Religion – The same can’t be said for countless other countries, however – even 

France has a ban on religious face covering. 

10.  The Freedom to End a Relationship or Marriage – In many other countries, like the 

Philippines and Malta, there are severe restrictions in place on who can get divorced and for what 

reason.   

11.  The Ability to Style Your Hair How You Want – In Iran, meanwhile, you could get in some 

serious trouble for cuts like the mullet and fauxhawks. 

12.  The Freedom to Access Information – In China, you might not be able to access the websites 

of companies that compete with Chinese businesses or to even browse Wikipedia.  In Russia, local 

media outlets that criticize the government can be shut down. 

13.  The Freedom Against Unlawful Searches – Americans are entitled to a legitimate expectation 

of privacy in private dwellings and certain public places. 

14.  The Freedom Not to Enlist – While some of us know of people who were drafted back in the 

day, you’re still free to join the service if you want, but nobody can force you to enlist. 

15.  The Freedom to Speak Your Own Language – Since the U.S. has no official language, you’re 

welcome to speak your native tongue as you see fit. 

16.  The Freedom to Travel – We have the ability to travel throughout the states without a visa or 

documentation. 

17.  The Right to Vote – In contrast, in the Vatican, women have no voting rights and women in 

Saudi Arabia were only given the right to vote in 2015. 

18.  The Ability to Chew Gum – In Singapore, with the exception of nicotine gum or forms of 

therapeutic chewing products, gum is banned. 

19.  The Freedom to Own Property – In many countries around the world, including Nigeria, the 

Government technically owns all the country’s land. 

20.  The Freedom to Start a Business – With relatively few barriers, the U.S. makes it amazingly 

easy to start a business. 

21.  The Freedom to Fight Back – If you’re being physically attacked in the U.S., you’ve got every 

right to defend yourself.  In countries from Armenia to Mali, committing domestic violence isn’t 

even necessarily a criminal act, and in many others, victims of assault are the ones arrested. 

22.  The Freedom to Go Outside Alone – In Saudi Arabia, women are discouraged – if not banned 

– from going certain places without male company.  In many other countries, it’s tacitly 

understood that women are not to travel alone. 

23.  The Freedom to Get Around if You’re Disabled – Countries around the world are making 

attempts to expand accessibility for individuals with disabilities, but America is leading the charge. 

Thanks to the Americans with Disabilities Act, not only is it illegal to discriminate against 

individuals with disabilities, but it also means that everything from public transportation to new 

construction needs to be created with the needs of the disabled in mind. 
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“Bill has really enjoyed the outdoor venues that he has been 

going to since the pandemic.  Jay and I are grateful that RT 

Industries has been able to adapt the curriculum in this 

unusual time.  Thanks RT Industries for all that you do to 

keep Bill and everyone safe.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bonnie wanted to share how her 

Employment Specialist has been helpful during this 

pandemic. Bonnie stated “she is very nice and helpful 

and helps me to do everything on my own and tells me 

I can do it.” 

Way to go Rebecca, RT Employment Specialist   
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“Karen has worked for/participated 

at RT all of her adult life.  Few 

things give her real joy and 

satisfaction like seeing her friends 

and keeping her working schedule. 

Soon RT offered “Zoom” meetings. 

Those “Zoom” meetings really kept 

Karen and me sane. It was a MUST 

WATCH for the two of us!  

I am so grateful RT is here in 

Miami County and I hope to never 

take it for granted! With all the 

changes and challenges they have 

faced over the years they remain 

and are serving people like Karen 

in the greatest capacity. Thank you 

so much from her family and me!” 

 

 
“Brennen does not like change to his routine.  So, 

when COVID-19 hit, I was prepared for the worst. 

RT Staff and Brennen’s SSA contacted me 

regarding options for Brennen during this time. I 

was so thankful to have that support. I received a 

call early in June that Brennen was able to go back 

to RT but would be in a smaller group and had to 

wear a mask and obey social distancing guidelines.  

We are grateful to everyone for looking out for our 

loved ones!!!”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please visit our website www.rtindustries.org and look for the COVID-19 tab 
for additional testimonials. 

http://www.rtindustries.org/

